Analysis of prognostic features in adenocarcinoma of the cervix.
Uncertainties regarding the clinical behavior and management of women with primary adenocarcinoma of the cervix persist. A series of 162 patients was evaluated with emphasis on histopathology, clinical features, treatment, and survival. Sixty-seven patients underwent radical hysterectomy alone, 65 patients underwent radiation therapy alone, while the remainder were treated with combined surgery and radiotherapy. When compared to a matched series of squamous cell carcinoma patients, no statistical differences in survival could be demonstrated. Clinical stage (P less than 0.001) and lesion size (P less than 0.001) were the most important prognostic factors for the entire series. Patients with adenocarcinoma of varied histologic patterns were compared to patients with adenosquamous lesions and no statistical difference in survival could be demonstrated. Multivariate analysis of those women with Stage I adenocarcinoma of the cervix identified risk groups based on tumor grade, lesion size, and patient age. Patients in the low risk group had a 5-year survival of 89.5% while patients in the intermediate and high risk groups had 5-year survival rates of 68.4 and 37.3%, respectively. In patients with Stage I well-differentiated lesions survival was excellent, independent of lesion size.